
Calvary Episcopal Preparatory 

11th and 12th Grade Summer Reading 2019 

 

 
Students in eleventh and twelfth grades are assigned the following books for summer reading. 

Projects are due on Friday, August 16th. 

 

 

1. Founding Brothers by Joseph Ellis 

    ISBN-10: 9780375705243 

   An illuminating study of the intertwined lives of the founders of the       

American republic - John Adams, Aaron Burr, Benjamin Franklin, 

Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and George 

Washington. 

ASSIGNMENT:    

Paper: Humanizing the Founding Fathers (major grade) 
Author Joseph Ellis has said, "We have no mental pictures that make the 

revolutionary generation fully human in ways that link up with our own 

time. . . . These great patriarchs have become Founding Fathers, and it is 

psychologically quite difficult for children to reach a realistic understanding of their parents, who 

always loom larger-than-life as icons we either love or hate."  

Write a 500-word, 5-paragraph essay that analyzes how Ellis, in Founding Brothers, addresses 

this problem by humanizing our image of the founders. Organize your paper around three of the 

founding brothers, one for each body paragraph. 

 

 

 

 

2. The Old Man and the Sea  by Ernest Hemingway 

    ISBN-10: 0684801221 

   The last novel Ernest Hemingway saw published, The Old Man and 

the Sea has proved itself to be one of the enduring works of American 

fiction. It is the story of an old Cuban fisherman and his supreme 

ordeal: a relentless, agonizing battle with a giant marlin far out in the 

Gulf Stream. Using the simple, powerful language of a fable, 

Hemingway takes the timeless themes of courage in the face of defeat 

and personal triumph won from loss and transforms them into a 

magnificent twentieth-century classic. 

ASSIGNMENT:    

Accelerated Reader Test or Printed Alternative Test – minor grade 
Students need to pass the AR Test at 70% to get a grade of 100, or they 

may opt to take an alternative written test. 


